
Coptic Lettering 
 
Coptic is the name used to refer to the last stage of the written Egyptian language. Coptic should more correctly 
be used to refer to the script rather than the language itself.  
The Hieroglyphic, Hieratic, Demotic and Coptic are different scripts to one language, which is the Egyptian 
language. 
 
The ancient Egyptians devised a writing system to record their spoken language many centuries ago. The system 
started by developing symbols to different sounds, called hieroglyph. It was used for inscription on Egyptian 
monuments as well as a variety of written texts on papyrus.  
 
Parallel to the development of the Hieroglyphic script, a second script came to light. Such script was a mere 
simplification of the Hieroglyphic. It was originally devised by the priests to archive the records of the temples 
and then became a tool of the government servants, educated by the learned priests, who used it to record the 
affairs of the state. Due to the priestly origin of the script the name 'Hieratic' was popularly affixed to it. This 
script used the same symbols, drawn in a simplified way.  
 
In the fifth century BC a new script was devised that was both simpler to write and included about ten percent of 
the total number of hieroglyphs used previously. This new script came to be referred to as 'Demotic'.  
 
Coptic is the final stage of the written Egyptian language. Egyptians began to write using the Greek alphabet, 
which had also been developed based on the hieroglyphs with the addition of seven signs from the Demotic 
script to represent Egyptian phonemes absent from Greek . The new writing system became the Coptic script. 
 
The Alphabet + pronunciations   
   
Capital Small Name Pronunciation Example 
A a Alpha a Apple 
B b Vita b, v Boy, Valley 
G g Gamma g, gh, n Go, Baghdad,  Angel 
D d Delta d Dear, The 
E e Ei e Elephant 
6 6 Sou # 6 (Sou) Nr. 6 
Z z Zita z Zero 
 ?  / Eata ee Tee 
Y y Thita th, t Thin 
I i Yota i Ink 
K k Kappa k Kilo 
L l Lavla l Love 
M m Mei m Money 
N n Nei n Need 
X x Xi ks (x) taxi                     
O o O o Oral 
P p Pi p Paper 
R r Ro r Rain 
C c Sima s City, Same 
T t Tav t Team 
U u Epsilon ou, v, y Room, Cave, You 
V v Fy ph Photo 
    < , kei q, sh, kh Queen, Share, Moch (Arabic: Brain)            
    Y  y Psi ps Psalm 
W w Oo oo Boat 
S s shai sh Shopping 
F f Phai f Fan 
Q q Khai kh Moch (Arabic: Brain)                                                           
H h Hori h House 
J j Ganga g, j Go, age 
S s Tshima tsh Change 
:  ; Tee ti Tee 




